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Safest 
Self-detachable 
during moult. 

Safe Alternative 
When feathers are not 
developed enough for 
tailmounts or tracking is 
required through the moult. 

Gamebirds 
and other birds that 
do not fly much.  

Long-life 
Stays on during 
moult. 
Higher load over 
centre of gravity 
can increase tag 
life.  

 
Tag lost during moult.

Can not be used on 
growing feather.

 
Lower range (from 

shorter antenna). 
Shorter tag life 

(weight of protection). 
 

 
Leave sufficient room for 
swallowing large objects. 

 
 

 
Harnesses have many risks so 

should not be attempted without 
demonstration from someone 

with successful experience.

Glue on feather using 
groove to position. 

Secure with strings. 

Secure with 
cable-ties. 

Secured with cable-tie 
(sometimes glue is sufficient). 

Secured with pop-
rivet and washers. 

With end tubes for harness material. 

Tiny tags glued directly, or 
gauze to increase the surface. 
area. for gluing With side tubes for 

harness material 
(contact Biotrack for 
details). 

Thin antennas should be tied and glued 
to tail feather for protection. 

Feather 
shaft 
position. 

Waders: position on tibia, 
above knee. 

Raptors: fitted around  
Tarsus. 

Antenna protection 
must be strong. 

Cord cut to required 
length, knotted and 
secured with glue or 
stitch. 
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